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advantage of the existing ' civic tradition', and by wise planning
these towns could be improved if the redevelopment was care-
fully fitted into the lineal and peripheral unplanned develop-
ment which has taken place during the last decade. The scheme
too, would take advantage of existing public services." The
spill-over from the " evacuation areas " could partly be absorbed
by such extensions.
The systematic reconditioning, extension and development of
public services of all kinds make the country ready for the influx
of newcomers. They are the essential prerequisites of a revivi-
fication of rural areas and of a healthy community life. No
development in " reception areas " should occur before at least
the framework of these services has taken shape. " The electri-
fication of rural areas is, no doubt, a step in the right direction,
as the nearer modern domestic conveniences can be brought to
the rural home the less will be the tendency for countryfolk to
drift to the town ", remarks one County Planning Committee.
And it adds: " It is also desirable to fix a rural supply charge
at a lower rate than the urban charge. In other words, dwellers
in urban areas should appreciate their dependence upon rural
workers and help to provide them with amenities now principally
employed by the former. As. long as the present basis of charges
lasts, two obstacles .which will obstruct adequate rural develop-
ment are:
(1)  Industry dependent on electric power cannot be located
in rural areas if electricity is not available.
(2)  Industry will not be induced to rural areas, if the supply
charges are the same as in urban areas, unless they are
compelled to do so by geological or natural conditions
essential to their operations.
It is generally agreed that agriculture and industry should operate
more closely together in the future; this can be assisted materially
by an adjustment on the lines indicated above."
Corresponding provision should be made for water supply,
sewage disposal, etc. Drainage facilities are likewise important
works to be undertaken before or together with the erection of
new buildings or the lay-out of new roads. One Regional
Planning Officer states: " It will be appreciated that the pro-
vision of amenities, such as green belts and wedges of open
spaces both around the town and leading to its centre, will
materially affect the drainage question on account of the lower
percentage of impervious area. The problem will be an especial
one in localities that are well drained and equally well provided
with such other services as gas, electricity, etc., which will have
to be considered in relatiok to the Additional cost <rf extending
these facilities to meet the requirements of the displaced popuk-